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Abstract:

Ahmad Bashir's essay

"Ahmad Bashir was a renowned journalist and a
literary icon of Urdu. He wrote essays / articles and
columns equally in English and Urdu. Among the
various of his journalistic and literary facets, sketch-
writing, novel-writing and editorial-writing are worth-
mentioning. He got education in film-making from
America, and then started film-making and direction
in Pakistan. He produced few documentaries, and
made the first and the last to date belly film of
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Pakistan "Chirree Kahaani" that achieved an award
in belly film festival of Iran. He chose journalism for
making his livelihood, and learnt journalism from
Charagh Hassan Hassrat in the daily "Amroz". He
was called the founder of Urdu feature-writing. He
wrote his debut feature on Gaamma Pehalwaan.
After the daily "Amroz", he started writing for the
weekly "Qandeel". He never sticked long to a
newspaper owing to his truthfulness and ideological
thoughts. He exhibited his writing power, along with
editorial writing, in both English and Urdu journals
and newspapers like: "Chataan", "Lail-o-Nahaar",
"Nawa-e-Waqt", "Jang", "Musawaat", "Friday
Times", "The Muslim", "The Star", "The News" and
"Frontier Post". His last writing, featuring the
journalistic; political; analytical and ideological
characteristics, continued to publish in the monthly
"Naya Zamaana" from Lahore. His style held
truthfulness and candidness. He had to write uder
different false names due to the atrocities of the
government. He adopted the names of Bhulley
Shah, Shah Anyat and Ahmad Khan Kharal for this
purpose. He never let the journalistic and literary
values fall a prey to worldly strategies and
impurities. He was a staunch socialist and flag-
bearer of social justice.
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"Having a drink now and then and going to Heera
Mandi to enjoy a bit of classical music, was
considered, at worst was not illegal then. Nor was
mujra gaiki. It is even now patronised by our feudal
rulers and the bazar remains open for anybody who
seeks a bit of relaxation. But tastes have been
vulgrised and now there is more sensuousness than
art in the business. The ulema know all about it and
accept the reality of the existence of Heera Mandi.
But they took out a leaf from my book, branded me
a kafir, and issued a fatwa, demanding form
the,ulema,and the, awam, to lynch and behead me
on sight to save the society from total moral
degradation, and | should also be whipped for

making a confesion.

The authors of the fatwa are such heavy weights as
Maulana Abdul Qadir Azad, Dr Israr Ahmad,



72

Maulana Ghulam Murtaza Malik, Maulana Abdul
Qadir Ropri, Maulana Abdul Rehman Ashrafi, Qazi
Abdul Qadeer Khamoosh and others. None of them

have herad my side of the story."(2)
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"secularism is supposed to mean Ladini, Kufr, and
war against Allah. At least this is what our religious
intellectuals now say.Secularism is actually no such
thing. It has no quarrel with Allah or His Deen.
Secularism is only an institutional and conceptival
framework for the scientific administration of a state
in which people are sovereign in the management
of their worldly affairs and not subjects and slaves,
to be driven around by this and that. If they want to
improve the quality of their life by more knowledge
and better distribution of the National income in
accordance with each according to his capacity of
work, or according to his human and fundamental
needs,secularism will let them have their choice".(9)
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"Its tiny fresh green leaves incline downwars, like
the many tears falling down a beloved's cheeks.
The Kashmiri cheeks were always rosy. Now they
are redder with the glow of fire which burns in their
hearts".(26)
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