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Representation of Contemporary Issues in Ali Akbar
Natiq’s Novel “Kamari Wala”: A Critical Study

Abstract

Ali Akbar Natiq’s Kamari Wala is a powerful, realistic reflection of
contemporary Pakistan, masterfully capturing the complex dynamics of rural and
semi-urban life. By weaving together social, political, and psychological threads,
Natiq transforms the novel into a vivid document of his time.The narrative
explores the struggles of the modern generation, marked by deprivation,
injustice, and a palpable sense of social fragmentation. Natiq presents a society
where human values often appear paralyzed, suffocated by systemic oppression.
Through characters like Talal Chaudhry, the author exposes the moral decay and
unchecked greed of power-holders. Their obsessive pursuit of land and
authority—culminating in extreme acts such as parricide—unveils the dark,
violent layers hidden beneath the surface of contemporary life.Using a critical-
analytical lens, the novel effectively critiques political decay and the ideological
contradictions between tradition and modernity. It is not merely a piece of fiction
but a compelling social commentary that forces readers to confront the "hidden
wounds" of human existence. Ultimately, Natiq’s artistic depth and narrative
force render Kamari Wala a poignant testament to the moral crises defining our
era, highlighting the fragility of human integrity in a world increasingly
dominated by corruption and shifting values.

Keywords: Ali Akbar Natiq, Contemporary Issues, Critical Study, Injustice,
Kamari Wala, Pakistani Society, Urdu Novel
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