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Jirgen Habermas’s “Theory of Communicative

Action” and Some Applied Examples
Abstract

This article examines Jiirgen Habermas’s theory of Communicative Action and explores its
application within literary studies, particularly in the context of Urdu poetry. The first section
provides a detailed explanation of Habermas’s Theory of Communicative Action, focusing on

key concepts such as communicative rationality, mutual understanding, validity claims,
discourse ethics, and non-coercive communication. The discussion situates Habermas’s
theory within the broader debates of modernity and postmodernity, highlighting his defense
of modernity as an unfinished project and his critique of postmodern skepticism,
decentralization, and the rejection of grand narratives. The second section applies the Theory
of Communicative Action to selected couplets from six major Pakistani Urdu poets: Faiz
Ahmed Faiz, Ahmad Nadeem Qasmi, Iftikhar Arif, Mohsin Naqvi, Ahmad Faraz, and
Daniyal Tareer. Each poetic example is analyzed to demonstrate how the ghazal functions as
a form of communicative practice, articulating dialogue between the individual and society,
self and collective, and power and resistance. The analysis shows that Urdu ghazal is not
merely an aesthetic expression but an active communicative process that invites readers into
ethical reflection, social critique, and shared understanding. The article concludes that
Habermas’s Theory of Communicative Action offers a productive theoretical framework for
interpreting Pakistani Urdu ghazal, enabling a meaningful dialogue between modern and
postmodern critical discourses and expanding the possibilities of literary theory within Urdu
studies.

Keywords: Communicative Action, Jirgen Habermas , System, Life world, Validity
claims, Rationality, Modernism, Postmodernism and dialogue.
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"The concept of communicative rationality is opposed to the
paradigm of the philosophy of consciousness and the paradigm
of instrumental action, in which rational action is understood as

the purposive-rational manipulation of means for attaining
ends."(1)
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A word coined by the French philosopher Jacques Derrida
which différancehe uses in opposition to logocentrism (q.v.).
It is intentionally ambiguous (and virtually untranslatable) and
derives from the French différer, meaning‘to defer, postpone,
delay’ and also ‘to differ, be different from’.2)
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"The theory of communicative action... is meant to establish the
fact that a concept of rationality is woven into the very
structure of processes of reaching understanding. This concept
is able to withstand the functionalistic reduction of reason to
purposive-rationality."(4)
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"The use of language oriented to reaching understanding
(Verstdndigung) is the original mode of language use."(5)

gﬁgnhﬁ’ft}gﬂi‘KL/ﬁ/rﬁKW&w ‘LL"/)//,:/? J;/WJUMJK@%?’&WJJL%
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"This concept of communicative rationality carries with it
connotations of a noncoercively unifying, consensus-building
force of a discourse in which the participants overcome their at
first subjectively biased views in favor of a rationally motivated
agreement."(6)

Ul PR L b6 566 (Reason) F o7 LUt S e b C e Ui
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"A communication situation that is structured by the
requirements of symmetry and reciprocity... we shall refer to as
an ideal speech situation." (7)
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"The three claims to truth, rightness, and truthfulness are
constitutive for the practice of communication."(8)
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"The concept of the lifeworld, as I shall use it, refers to the
stock of taken-for-granted background assumptions that are
uncritically accepted by participants in processes of
communication and that structure the ways in which they reach
an understanding. It is a holistic concept that encompasses the
society, the culture, and the personality."(9)

f}ﬁ'u)icujjd:uj}ﬁ (Lifeworld) lg;Ju@)'V{;y‘éu’tﬁf%@niungé}“&j@um
' (Taken-for-granted background) £* Lﬁ A " 4& V(T 4L < (Horizon) J [l sl (875
b LTl Sohei ol & 10 LG i ZE s 50 P Ut st ehses i 2
‘fi}:lﬁuj““aul/";yf Kc,f}ém@bﬁ&ﬁj (Structural Components) ;!Z!&VJ[M]QWJL;.’,-@
L/é“/“"d/g;(c:)»,gf&mwé*uﬁluu:”ﬁgy,wtH‘u (Culture) :)lﬁ‘ujz:,u!/“/,zi_u'édj
c«f ) g G,g S sl in e e ra Ll SUSS 2wl ol st o (Society) Tk Uzt
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LTS e bl S el e s §§asp o ures et (System) (' ULz e (Tl )
2ujéuhpi"_9' (Power) =3b's1' (Money) 4.'.ﬁ.ru.7}:«gﬂﬁl

"Media such as money and power... encode a purposive-
rational attitude toward calculable amounts of value and make
it possible to exert generalized, strategic influence on the
decisions of other participants while bypassing processes of
consensus-oriented communication." (10)
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~Utes ¥ « (Colonization)
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"The imperatives of autonomous subsystems make their way
into the lifeworld from the outside—Ilike colonial masters
coming into a tribal society—and force a process of
assimilation upon it." (11)
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